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VI—13 The unexpected value of JACAR resources

Andrew Gordon

Professor of History, Harvard University

With a history of twenty years of operation, roughly a generation in human life, the
timing is appropriate for a look back at what the Japan Center for Asian Historical
Records (JACAR) has accomplished and what it can offer going forward to historians

and historical studies.

Given its name, it is no surprise, and of utmost importance, that the Center offers
researchers around the world information on a wide range of issues that fall under the
large umbrella of the history of international relations. The military history of both
major and minor wars is amply documented, as is the history of treaty negotiations.
One finds a rich set of documents on the history of the Japanese empire, including
institutions and policies of colonial rule. Students and scholars of treaty negotiations,

and the history of international trade, will find many sources of value.

This much is hardly surprising. But what is less obvious, at least from the name of the
center (whether its Japanese or its English name) is the tremendous range of topics one
can examine in this archive, reaching far beyond these expected matters of international

economic and political relations, of war, and of empire.

As the anniversary of JACAR is being marked with this publication, all of us are living
through an extraordinary time of pandemic. One is tempted to say “an unprecedented
time” , and in some ways, the COVID-19 pandemic is unprecedented, such as in the
technologies of vaccination being deployed. But of course, there exists an important
history of pandemics, globally and for Japan. And JACAR has many valuable resources
that are crucial for the study of histories of medicine and disease in Japan and Asia.
With a bit of improvisation in the choice of keywords, in Japanese or in English, one
finds sources on the history of influenza, the history of other diseases such as cholera,

and the history of vaccines and vaccination.

One also finds rich sources on the history of business and of capitalism in Japan, and
not simply in expected topics such as international or regional trade. I found this out in
the early days of JACAR in a way that, ironically, left me both delighted and frustrated.
When JACAR was founded, I was already working on a history of the sewing machine
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in Japan. This eventually resulted in a book, Fabricating Consumers: The Sewing
Machine in Modern Japan (in Japanese translation, 3 > > & HARDIA G HEE DEIMH).
A colleague in Japan, Professor Kimura Kenji, was also working on this topic. He told
me that on the occasion of a labor dispute among the Singer Sewing Machine Company
salesmen, and some of the women sewing teachers, the Foreign Ministry had compiled
a massive record of the event. But he said, it was very hard to find. However, he had
found it in the Foreign Ministry archives, and made a copy of all 1200 pages. He made
a second copy for me, which he generously shared. This was a very rich source, with
information not only on that particular labor dispute (which lasted several months
and involved employees in many cities) , but on the longer history of the company s
operations in Japan. I felt fortunate to have had a generous colleague, and I made great
use of those copies. But the resolution of the copies was poor, and some pages were
hard to read or had been damaged by the copy machine. I struggled to make the best

of the situation.

Then, one or two years later, I learned of the relatively young JACAR online archive, and
thought “why not type in Singer Sewing Machine” and see if there was some information.
You can imagine how astonished and delighted I was to find that the entire set of documents,
and more, are held by JACAR. The reason is that since Singer was a foreign company
operating in Japan, the Foreign Ministry was quite concerned that the labor dispute could turn
into a further point of tension between Japan and the United States. It took place from the

summer of 1932 through early 1933, a well-known time of great tension already.

But if I am honest, I will also confess that I was somewhat frustrated at this discovery.
I had made such hard effort to obtain the printed copy of the documents from my
colleague, and he had worked so hard to get hold of them in the first place. Now,
anyone with a laptop or even a mobile phone and an internet connection could call them

up in an instant! My monopoly on the source was gonel

But of course, my loss of a privileged holding is the gain of scholars more generally.
The JACAR archive holdings shed light on an extraordinary range of economic matters,
not only those whose primary importance connects to international relations. There is

much to explore, and much to learn.

Finally, I end with one suggestion, which might be hard to implement but which, I think
might bring greater use to the archive. As I have described above, the name JACAR
does not do full justice to the range of topics that one can investigate. I do not have
a good alternative to suggest, but I do think that a slightly different name, that did
not imply a limitation in the archive to “Asian” records, might help more people take
advantage of this important collection.
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VI—21 International cooperation between Archives and Libraries: "The
Sino-Japanese War of 1894-1895: as seen in prints and archives.

Hamish Todd
Head of East Asian Collections
British Library

From 2012 to 2014 the British Library worked closely with the expert staff of JACAR
on a collaborative project to create the online exhibition “The Sino-Japanese War of
1894-1895: as seen in prints and archives” which was launched by JACAR in May 2014.

The aim of the project was to bring together the collection of 235 of the Sino-Japanese
War held by the British Library and related Japanese archival documents digitally
provided by JACAR to show how the events of the Sino-Japanese War were depicted
and recorded by the people of the time.

The collection of prints was acquired by the British Museum in 1895 and transferred to
the British Library when it was established in 1973. Although the individual prints are
not rare, what makes the collection special is that it contains both Japanese and Chinese
prints. Of the total of 235 items, 179 were produced in Japan and 56 in China which

makes it possible to compare events from the perspective of both sides.

The origin of the project with JACAR goes back to November 2012. While staff of the
British Library's Japanese Collections were preparing to display one of the prints in
the BL exhibition “Propaganda: Power and Persuasion” , we began to consider ways of

making the whole collection more widely known.

Given the sensitive topic, the British Library was keen open the collection to the world
in a neutral way and to provide a historical context. To do this we needed the co-
operation of an organisation with expert knowledge of presenting historical records
to the public. Having become aware of its activities through both institutions' regular
participation in the annual conferences of EAJRS (European Association for Japanese
Resource Specialists) , we realised that with its experience of digitising modern archival

documents and using them to create content, JACAR was the ideal partner.
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Together we embarked on a joint project to digitise the whole collection of prints and
create a bilingual Japanese-English website which would present them in combination

with archival documents and contextual articles.

By bringing together the prints, which are a vivid expression of concerns and emotions
of the people of the time, and the documents recording the actual events we sought to
achieve a balanced approach. The knowledge and experience of JACAR's experts was
a crucial element in all stages of planning. The British Library was responsible for
digitisation and bibliographic data of the prints, JACAR was responsible for selecting the
appropriate archival documents, creating the explanatory essays, and constructing the

website.

The basis of this joint project was to make material that forms an important part of
humanity's intellectual heritage available for a large number of people to use. Archives
and libraries, despite their different natures, share the common principle of maintaining
a neutral, non-political position when it comes to making material public. Thanks to
the close co-operation between our two institutions, we were able to produce a reliable,

balanced and informative resource.
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